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(PIFS) Who we are?
 Combined land mass of 8.5 

million square km 
 Combined ocean area of 37 

million square km
 Ratio land/sea = 1:4 
 Ratio land/sea excluding 

Australia and New Zealand = 1: 
48

 Long distances between islands, 
small land areas, large maritime 
areas to monitor

 Not enough resources to 
effectively monitor exclusive 
economic zones

 POROUS BORDERS
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The Blue Pacific….
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The Boe Declaration…a new security 
declaration…..
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Policy context – key components of the 
Leaders’ mandate….
 Collective action – expand and strengthen collective action for 

regional security
 Strategic future regional responses – building off Biketawa 

Declaration and RAMSI
 Expanded concept of security – looking beyond the realms of 

traditional security. 
 Strengthening Information sharing 
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Policy Intent….

 Enhance security cooperation between Forum members, and with 
Forum dialogue partners;
Guide for improved collaborative engagement between members, 

regional organisations and our partners; and
 Provide an enduring ‘fit-for-purpose’ security framework.
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What is it?

https://www.forumsec.org/boe-declaration-on-regional-security/
 Acknowledgement of the dynamic geopolitical environment that has led to 

an increasingly contested and crowded region;
 Recognises that climate change remains the single greatest threat to the 

livelihoods, security and wellbeing of the peoples of the Pacific;
 Recognises the complex security challenges faced by our region framed by 

the expanded concept of security – human, environment and resource, 
transnational and cyber;
 Recognises the need for strengthening respective national security 

approaches as the basis for regional security;
 It is a call to action for stronger, more cohesive regional security 

cooperation and coordination.

https://www.forumsec.org/boe-declaration-on-regional-security/
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Key Themes

 Forward looking – proactive and preventative 
 Builds on existing declarations and mechanisms
 Based on mutual respect, consensus and capacity
 Respects sovereignty, values legitimacy and credibility and requires 

ownership
 Regional emphasis but supports and complements national efforts
 Addressing security through a broader lens – expanded concept of 

security
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The Action Plan

 Long term plan
 Targeted and activity focused
 SMART principle – development of activities matrix
 Allows for re-prioritization of activities in the activities matrix
 Strengthens coordination and collaboration (between Members; 

between Members and CROP/LE and Legal Secretariats; between 
Members and CSO/NSA/Private Sector; between the region and other 
regions and the globe)
Governance Mechanism – FOC Subcommittee on Security
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Strategic Focus Areas……

1. Climate Security
2. Human Security & Humanitarian Assistance
3. Environmental and Resource Security
4. Transnational Crime
5. Cybersecurity and Cybercrime
6. Creating and enabling environment for implementation including an 

appropriate coordination mechanism
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Priority Action Area on Climate Security (SFA 1)
 Securing our sovereignty and territorial integrity despite the impacts of climate change
 Maintaining the dignity and wellbeing of our communities despite the impacts of climate change
 Understanding and contextualising the impact that climate change will have on the regional 

security landscape through its interaction with human security and conflict through research and 
evidence based knowledge products

 identifying training opportunities and scenario based simulations to build regional capacity on 
responding to the impacts of climate change (recognising that there is a limit to adaptation)

 strengthening national and regional efforts in support of the implementation of the Paris 
Agreement, including progressing work around National Determined Contributions (NDCs) and 
access to climate and disaster risk finance

 promoting the Framework for Resilient Development in the Pacific (FRDP) as supporting national 
efforts to incorporate climate and disaster risk considerations into development plans and 
budgets at all levels

 promoting the global recognition of climate change as a security risk
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Priority Action Area on Human Security & 
Humanitarian Assistance (SFA 2)
 refreshing the Human Security Framework (2012-2015) against the Boe 

Declaration and 2030 Agenda for Sustainable Development
 strengthening the progression and reporting of SDG 16 across Forum Members
 strengthening humanitarian assistance, disaster preparedness and response and 

long term Pacific Resilience through existing regional mechanisms such as the 
Framework for Resilient Development in the Pacific (FRDP), Pacific Islands 
Emergency Management Alliance (PIEMA), Pacific Meteorological Council, and 
the South Pacific Defence Ministers Meeting;
 Review and expand existing national disaster management frameworks in line 

with international obligations and good practice, including the Sendai Framework 
for Disaster Risk Reduction 2015-2030
 develop a regional coordination mechanism for disaster preparedness and 

response and humanitarian assistance (pre-approved partners; pre-positioning of 
approved goods; pooling of resources)
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Priority Action Area on Environment & 
Resource Security (SFA 3)
 understanding and contextualising how environmental risks and resource scarcity or 

overexploitation will impact regional security;
 development of relevant environmental and resource security indicators to enable 

appropriate monitoring and advice;
 sharing of information regarding environmental crimes, offences or penalties imposed 

within Members jurisdictions;
 continue to engage with relevant partners on addressing the harmful effects of 

radioactive contamination and the movement of hazardous material and waste through 
the Pacific;  
 enhancing monitoring, control and surveillance efforts to combat IUU fishing;
 strengthening and supporting national efforts to address corruption related to our 

environment and resources;
 strengthening national capacities (policy, legal and institutional) to combat 

environmental risks and crimes.
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What the Action Plan looks like
SERIAL PRIORITY ACTION AREAS MEASURES OF SUCCESS 

ALIGNMENT TO SDGS IN 
THE PACIFIC 

1 (i) Securing our sovereignty and territorial integrity 
despite the impacts of climate change; 

Number of maritime boundaries resolved 
over the next 12 months 
Baseline (35); Target (42) 

 SDG 13 Climate Action 
 SDG 11 Sustainable 

Cities and Communities 
 SDG 9 Industry, 

Innovation and 
infrastructure 
 AlDG 2 Zero Hunger 
 SDG 3 Good health and 

wellbeing 
 SDG 1 No poverty 

1 (ii) Maintaining the dignity and wellbeing of our 
communities despite the impacts of climate 
change;

Ensuring the effectiveness of adaptation 
and mitigation efforts are felt at 
community level

1 (iii) Understanding and contextualising the impact that 
climate change will have on the regional security 
landscape through its interaction with human 
security and conflict through research and 
evidence based knowledge products; 

Production of knowledge based products 
that will support the Pacific narrative of 
climate change as an existential threat 
Baseline (0); Target (1) 

1 (iv) identifying training opportunities and scenario 
based simulations to build regional capacity on 
responding to the impacts of climate change 
(recognising that there is a limit to adaptation); 

Conduct and support regional training 
initiatives on climate security 
Baseline (0); Target (1) 
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PIFS Major Climate Change Initiatives
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Moving Forward

 Boe Declaration provides a platform for coordination of efforts within 
the Region on Environment Security
 Success will depend on how well we work with our members and 

partners
 Key themes espoused under the Boe Declaration must drive any 

multilateral effort on environment security 
 Boe Declaration provides a great opportunity for PESF/PESP to work 

with PIFS
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Thank you……

Terio Koronawa
Regional Security Officer (RSO)

Pacific Islands Forum Secretariat
Teriok@forumsec.org

mailto:pakio@forumsec.org
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