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Need for Green Conversations – A networking 
event

• To enable intimate, smaller discussion 
groups facilitating one-on-one interactions 
in order to encourage impactful knowledge 
sharing.

• To discuss opinions, share ideas on the 
practical aspects of keeping the 
environment safe and minimise pollution 
at an individual level and stakeholder level.

• To increase engagement of youth and 
working class considering the busy 
schedules and the inability for people to 
dedicate time for such events.



Event format
• Focus on one particular theme –

current environmental issues

• Speakers from multi disciplinary 
backgrounds related to the subject 
matter

• Limited to a 7 minute pitch each 
from 5-6 speakers 

• Audience at a maximum of 100 in 
an intimate space to increase 
engagement and interaction

• Lengthy discussion/Q&A session

• Held every quarter of the year 



Objectives

To create a dialogue among the general public on pressing environmental 
issues and inspire the public in turn to initiate such conversations.

To facilitate an intimate platform for knowledge sharing with experts in the 
relevant subject areas.

To initiate conversations on best practices to safeguard the environment at an 
individual level.

To expose ordinary citizens to the many facets of a single environmental issue 
and the stakeholders and experts involved.

To raise awareness about EFL and how the public can help curtail 
environmental destruction through supporting environmental organisations.



Topics covered

• Sustainable consumption

• Deforestation

• Climate change 

• Energy

• Marine conservation

• COVID-19 and the environment

• Human-wildlife conflict



Speaker representation

• Academia/ technical experts

• Government/public institutions

• Business/enterprise

• Civil society/NGOs

• Legal

• Military



Impact of Green Conversations

Measured through the number of participants, social media data, official/personal communication



Impact of Green Conversations

1) Increased direct and indirect number of participants

• Social media engagement
through Facebook, Instagram, 
LinkedIn and Youtube. 

• Number of video views and 
clicks on links to information 
posted on each event can be 
considered an indicator of the 
number of indirect 
beneficiaries of the event who 
have educated themselves on 
the respective topic.



Impact of Green Conversations

• Participation by word of mouth - as the message had been shared by 
those who had already participated as per conversations had with EFL 
staff. 

• Post shares on social media platforms is proof of how individuals have 
actively spread awareness. 

2) Message/outcome shared with close social circles of participants 



Impact of Green Conversations
3) Establishment of an inspiring and timely dialogue on 

environmental issues within the general public

Prolonged discussion sessions during most events due to the enthusiasm displayed by 
participants in asking questions from the panel and engaging in direct conversation, 
obtaining clarification on points raised or other matters of concern to them. 



Impact of Green Conversations

4) Increased awareness among people in relation to the stakeholders 
involved in solving an environmental issue

• Connections made among 
interested parties: among panel 
members and the audience as a 
platform was created for like-minded 
individuals who are engaged in 
environmental conservation and 
business to connect with each other. 
An organic agricultural products producer was able to 
connect with a sustainable packaging vendor via the 
first Green Conversations on sustainable consumption. 
Further, the event on deforestation facilitated several 
partnerships among charities and businesses and CSOs 
for reforestation programmes.



• A platform for local 
champions in 
environmental 
protection to be seen 
and heard of and inspire 
others in return. 

A panel member in the event on 
deforestation was a local community 
leader engaged in the conservation of 
the Knuckles forest area at a village 
level. His presentation on the work 
conducted provided food for thought 
for the audience in terms of how 
people from other areas could also 
practice similar methods and how 
assistance could be directed to such 
efforts remotely by those who live in 
urban areas.



• As each event introduced various stakeholders 
related to the particular matter, conversations 
with participants revealed how they were 
educated on some of the lesser known aspects.

Introduction of product line by the Sri Lanka Navy using marine litter 
during the event on marine conservation



Impact of Green Conversations
4) Increased awareness on environmental law and what an 

individual could do when a violation occurs or prevent it 
beforehand

• Increased number of inquiries in relation to conservation projects as well 
as information about environmental violations received by EFL since the 
commencement of this event series. 

• Interested corporate entities who participated at the event have reached 
out to EFL to conduct awareness programmes for their staff and to 
collaborate on projects



Importance of networking to ensure 
environmental security



Importance of networking to ensure 
environmental security

• Increasing the 
knowledge base 
through awareness

• Inspiration for the 
younger generation

• Access to immediate 
relief and responsible 
authorities

• Decreasing 
opportunities for 
ignorant decision-
making
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