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Background
• Kiribati – Pacific Small Island Developing State

(SIDS) & Least Developed Country

• Scattered islands over a vast ocean in 3 main
island groups – Gilberts; Line; and Phoenix
• Phoenix Islands Group – declared as the national

marine protected areas (Phoenix Islands Protected
Area - PIPA)

• Two main weather seasons – wet (October –
March/April) & dry (April/May – September)

• South Tarawa – capital island & heavily
populated; Kiritimati in the Line Island serves as
sub-urban and main center island for inhabited
islands in the Line and Phoenix Groups

• All islands are coral atolls with the exception of
Banaba – the only raised limestone island
(approximately 84 meters above sea level)

• Average island is merely 4 meters or below
height above sea level

• Travelling between islands: by air or ships; takes
few hours - several weeks by ships; very costly

• Freshwater resources: restricted to the
underground freshwater lens

• Soils: typically poor for primary agricultural
productions

• Main source of protein comes from the sea;
livestock: restricted to domesticated pigs; &
poultry like chickens, ducks

• Traditional main diet: central around fish & other
marine resources like eels, octopus, edible
seashells, main carbohydrates: coconuts,
breadfruit, native fig, pandanus fruits

• Big shift in the diet of Ikiribati people: heavily
reliant on imported foodstuffs: sugar, flour, rice,
frozen meat, & tinned foods

• Non-communicable diseases (NCDs): high
amongst the people



Defining environment and climate security in the 
context of Kiribati

• Security for the people of Kiribati: staying on the islands 
forever; enjoying living in their natural surrounding that is 
healthy, intact, and abundant, & maintaining and sustaining 
their cultural identity and heritage 
• Livelihoods security

• Food & Nutrition security

• Health security

• Weather security

• Financial/economic security/EEZ security

• Environment, islands, oceans security

• Culture and heritage security



Government of Kiribati 
Climate Change portfolio

• Office of Te Beretitenti (OB): Climate change policy response and coordination

• Ministry of Environment, Lands, and Agriculture Development (MELAD) –
Environment & Conservation Division (ECD): Climate change science & 
technical implementation

• Other Ministries - Ministry of Fisheries and Marine Resources Development 
(MFMRD), Ministry of Infrastructure and Sustainable Energy (MISE), Ministry 
of Information, Communication, Transport, and Tourism Development 
(MITTD) – provide supporting roles and responsibilities



GOK Climate Change Interventions 
• MELAD Environment Portfolio

• ECD Programs: 
• Climate Change Program:

• CC Adaptation
• CC Mitigation

• Island Biodiversity Conservation
• Wildlife Conservation (WCU – ECD Branch 

office on Kiritimati island)
• Wastes Management and Pollution 

Prevention
• Environment Licensing System
• Compliance and Enforcement
• Environment Spatial Planning
• Environment Information Management 

System
• Environment IT
• Environment Outreach – formal and 

informal (Communication, Education, and 
Public Awareness

• GOK Projects – GEF funded; MEA funded; 
Government Recurrent funded 
• (GEF5 STAR: Resilient Islands; Resilient 

Communities (Butaritari, North Tarawa, 
Tabiteuea North); 

• Enhancing food securities in the context of 
global climate change (Maiana, Abemama, 
Nonouti); 

• Pipeline: GEF7 STAR proposed project: 
Securing Kiribati’s Natural Heritage for 
Community, Biodiversity and Ecosystem 
Resilience) (Makin, Marakei, Kuria, Aranuka, & 
Tabiteuea South & Climate Security



Government of Kiribati
Climate Change Interventions

• Government Policy Statement (Kiribati Vision 20 – KV20)

• Relevant policies (Kiribati Integrated Environment Policy (KIEP))

• Legislations (Environment Amendment Act)

• Key strategic action plans – Kiribati Development Plan, Joint Implementation 
Plan for Climate Change and Disaster Risk Management (KJIP)

• Technical Programs (ECD Climate Change Program)

• Government projects – nationally, regionally, and internationally funded like 
GEF; LDCF 

• Ongoing institutional, human resources, and technical capacity building & 
strengthening



Key Challenges to addressing environment and climate 
change problems

• Institutional, human resources, technical gaps at the Government level

• Environment information and data – scarce
• Reports are mostly narrative, not data generated in almost all Government Ministries

• Scientific researches: vast but under utilized at the Government level; or 
minimal to zero

• Opportunities for South South Cooperation – minimal/scarce

• Sustainability of key Government projects at the Government, island, and 
village levels (post projects implementation)

• General understanding on climate change, especially in rural areas and outer 
islands – still minimal

• Public awareness and attitude – CC problems is not priority at the household, 
village, island levels



Important areas of Climate Change support & assistance 

• Ecosystem based adaptation

• Carbon sink investment

• Climate Change soft adaptation measures that work well with atolls 
environment

• Atoll research on climate change impacts (partly research, partly hands on 
practical)

• Atolls Environment Resilience

• State of the Environment Reporting 



Take Home Message
• Atoll nations like Kiribati – most vulnerable to the impacts of climate change

• Environment and climate security problems and solutions – complex & not 
straight forward

• SIDS and LDCs like Kiribati needs support & assistance at the national, 
regional, and international levels


