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Introduction

ÁU.S. Pacific Command (USPACOM) J4 and the Maldives 

National Defence Force conducted the South Asia 

Regional Environmental Security Forum 2-5 June 2014 

in the Republic of Maldives.

ÁForum was attended by 80+ participants from Australia, 

Bangladesh, India, Maldives, Nepal, Sri Lanka, Thailand 

and the United States.

ÁEvent focused on operationalizing water security, waste 

management, resource protection, and energy.



BUILDING STRONG®

Group Photo
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Day 0 ïFacilitator Training

Dr. Michelle Haynes (USACE) 

explains the IWRM activity to 

the facilitators
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Day 0 ïFacilitator Training

MNDF puts together 

participant welcome packets
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Day 1 ïGreetings

Mr. Chris Sholes (USPACOM) 

greets the Maldives Minister 

of Defence, Col (Retd) Nazim
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Day 1 ïOpening Ceremony

MNDF cultural procession starts 

the RESF
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Day 1 ïOpening Ceremony

The MNDF Cultural Band makes a 

performance during the opening 

ceremony
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Day 1 ïOpening Ceremony

General Officers and Ministers listen 

during the opening ceremony
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Day 1 ïOpening  Ceremony

MG Richard Stevens (USACE) provides 

opening remarks on behalf of USPACOM
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Day 1 ïOpening Ceremony

Minister of Defence Nazim delivers opening 

remarks on behalf of the Maldives
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Day 1 ïWater Security

Dr. Herath Manthrithilake (IWMI) speaks on 

the connection between water security and 

national security
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Day 1 ïWater Security

Mr. Dipak Gyawali (Nepal) speaks on the 

need for water security action to be taken at 

the local level
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Day 1 ïWater Security

Mr. Mohamed Rasheed (Maleô Water & 

Sewerage Company) speaks on Maldivian 

water security concerns
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Day 1 ïWater Security

A water security panel session is conducted 

with all Day 1 speakers
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Day 1 ïWater Security

Participants from Thailand listen to the water 

security panel session
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Day 1 ïWater Security

Indian representatives listen  and take notes 

during the water security discussion
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Day 1 ïWater Security

Students from local schools listen to the 

water security panel session
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Day 1 ïWater Security

Representatives from Nepal ask questions 

during the water security panel session
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Day 1 ïWater Security

Dr. Michelle Haynes (USACE) explains the 

Integrated Water Resource Management  

(IWRM) work activity
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Day 1 ïWater Security

Participants listen and prepare for the IWRM 

work group activity
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Day 1 ïWater Security

Ms. Nicole Griffin (MARFORPAC) facilitates a work 

group
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Day 1 ïWater Security

Dr. Michelle Haynes (USACE) explains a 

question during the IWRM work group 

activity
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Day 1 ïWater Security

Participants work through the decision-

making process during the IWRM work 

group activity
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Day 1 ïWater Security

A student volunteers to record notes 

during the IWRM work group activity
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Day 1 ïWater Security

IWRM work groups brief their final 

results
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Day 1 ïWater Security

IWRM work groups brief their final 

results
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Day 1 ïWater Security

Mr. Bruce Fink (USPACOM) explains his 

work groupôs results
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Day 1 ïWater Security

MG Richard Stevens (USACE) 

summarizes the water security day
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Day 1 ïWater Security

Water security students pose for a 

group picture after the first day of the 

RESF concluded
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Day 2 - Waste Management

Mr. Mohamed Musthafa (Maldives 

Environmental Protection Agency) 

introduces the waste management 

theme
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Day 2 - Waste Management

Participants from Sri Lanka listen to the 

introduction of the waste management 

theme
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Day 2 - Waste Management

Brig Gen Ibne Fazal Shayekhuzzaman 

(Bangladesh Army) briefs on post-disaster 

debris management
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Day 2 - Waste Management

Mr. Dipak Gyawali (Nepal), Dr. Ari Nathan (US) 

and Ms. Ninette Sadusky (US) listen to waste 

management presentations
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Day 2 - Waste Management

Ms. Chamina Priyankari Alexander (SACEP) explains 

waste management strategies in each South Asian 

nation
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Day 2 - Waste Management

Ms. Nicole Griffin (MARFORPAC) delivers a 

desktop demonstration of a waste management 

unit
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Day 2 - Waste Management

Waste management speakers respond to questions 

during the panel session
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Day 2 - Waste Management

Representations from Bangladesh 

present a question during the panel 

session



BUILDING STRONG®

Day 2 - Waste Management

Ms. Fathimath Thasneem (Maldives) 

asks a question during the waste 

management panel session
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Day 2 - Waste Management

CAPT Joe Grealish (USPACOM) asks a 

question during the waste management panel 

session
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Day 2 - Waste Management

Mr. Purushottam Tiwari (Nepal) asks a 

question during the waste management 

panel session
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Day 2 - Waste Management

A local Maldivian student asks 

a question during the panel 

session
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Day 2 ïThulusdhoo Island

The red group prepares to travel 

to Thulusdhoo Island



BUILDING STRONG®

Day 2 ïThulusdhoo Island

MNDF assists participants get off 

the boat at Thulusdhoo Island
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Day 2 ïThulusdhoo Island

MG Richard Stevens (USACE) 

reviews the Thulusdhoo Island site 

visit brochure
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Day 2 ïThulusdhoo Island

Ms. Nicole Griffin (MARFORPAC) explains 

current waste management strategies at 

Thulusdhoo Island
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Day 2 ïThulusdhoo Island

Waste lines the road on Thulusdhoo

Island


